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Civilians
on public
bodies ‘are
mistreated’

By Steven MoCaffery PA
(WERNMEMT  afficlals
were veslinday accused
uf mistreating  peeogale
wha have applied 1o
SEFWE O |,'.-||||| i h|_||||| L

A watchdog claimed members o
thies pubdic whio put themselves or
veaird [or pasts on boards that ad-
vise the assembly's minlsters,
louned themsslvas treatad in an

“olihand i ner’

“Many people who
put themselves
forward for
appointment to our
public bodies have
a really bad
experience”

Fehicity Huston

Lommissioner lor Puldic Ape
pointenents for Northern Ireland
Felicity Huston also warned that
mere work had to be done Lo im-
prove Lhe intervies process and to
ensure conflicks of interest in pub-
lic appointments wers avsided

Launching her 14th annual re-
port, she said: “Many peopls wihio
putl themselves lorward for ap-
peanktment oo our pahlic hodies
have a really bad experience

“They are treated in an off-hand
cavalier manner, often given thae
run arsund and generally made to
el nmwanted

AT m asking s [or those organ-
ising these appointments o lreat
the pukdic with the same respeact
and  goad manners they them-
selves would wanl

“Feople dont speend houres Glling
Em those [erms because they're try
ing tix pull & fasteone, but because
theey hiave o genuines beliel iy public
service

Ihe commiseianer saidl thal ayver
The pexl six o 12 manths ghe
wirld be implementine hor new

I

code ol practice

“Nne of the new fundamenial
principles in this code is 'respact’,”
she gaid

“Heperal of the new provisians in
the: code forus on changing the al
titudes and practices of those man-
aging public Appoiniments Bae our
ministers

'[-'I'.'I.'l-\'.'ll'lrl'll.'lll‘- miust  rememibber
that applicants putting themselves
lorwiard are ollering their skills,
times and expeniencs ta the public
AppHRLmenls arena

“We need these individuals to
help make our public Bodies e
flective of the society we lve n
We should encourage them, not
give them the brush of

The commissioner investigated
complaints against the recruitment
process and found that compli-
ance by government departments
b the Codes of Practice for Minis
terial Public Appointments “re-
mains, at best, patchy”

The commissicner had previ
ously complakned that the decision
o base her office in the pover-
ment’s Casthe Buildings in Stor-
momnt worked against her efforts to
demonstrate independence

Shie welcomed the fact thal new
premises had now Deen [eand

“Un many occasions 1 have re-
ferred ta the location of my office
deep in Castle Buildings in the
Stormont estate and how this was
not conducive to independent o
erations,” she said

“l am delighted to report that we
hawe now moved 1o new ollices
Aanex B beside  Dundonald
Homese and we now have our own
front door, We look forward 1o wel
COming wisitors amd Funning ouds
training sessions =te, within our
riesw ewcabioae.”

Ms Huston was appointed Con
rmissioner for Pubdic Appolntiments
I August JUHEG
wiid recent SLIE Yy lcruaned
; (Elad] cent of Jaifa e ] s
Fioreed said ||||_'.,- spported Hhe reg
utation of public apgpolaim=nts




