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Applicants

to public

bodie

BY STEVEN McCAFFERY
newsdeskEnewsletiercouk

GOVERNMENT officials
were today accused of mis
treating peopls who have
applied o serve on puklie
lclies

& watchdog clatmed men
bers of the publie who put
thermselves forward for posts
hoards that ihe
Aszsembly’s ministers found
themselves treated in an “off-
hand mannse”

Comimissioner
appointmeants for Horthern
Ireland F tv Huston also
warned that more work had
to be done to improve the
interview process and o
ensure conflicts of interesl
were avaid

Launching her 14th annual
report. she said. "Many peo-
ple who pul themszelves T
ward for appointment Lo 0wl
public bodies have a really
bad expensnce.

“They are treated in a cava-
tier mannper, oflen given the
runaround snd generzally
mede to feal unwanted

“&ll I'm asking is for those
prgamising  ihese  appoint-
ments to treat the public with
the same respect and good
manners they themselves
wonld want

“Penple don't spend hours
filling in those forms because
they're Leying to pull a fast
one, bat heooase Lhey have a
penuins belief in public sery
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mistreated’

manths she will be imple-
menting her new code of
practice

“Ome of the new fundamen-
tal principles in this code is

spect’,” ehe said.

“Zeveral of the new provi-
gyoms in the eode foous on
changing the attitudes and
practices of those Mmenagng
public appointments for our
TISters

“Departrients must remem
ber that applicants puthing
themealves forward are offer-
ing thew skillz, time and
experience to the public
appolniments STEnRd Wa
should enccurage them, not
give them the brush-ofi.”

The commissioner invest-
gated complaints against the
recriuiiment process  and
fourd that compliance by
government departments o
the code of practice for minis-
terizl public appointments
“remains, at best, patchy™.

The commissioner had alzo
previously complained that
the decision Lo base her office
in the government’s Castle
Buildings cormplex in
Stormont worked against hes
affortz to dermonstrate nde-
pendence,

But today she welecomed the
fact that new premises had
none bean Found

She said: “I am delighted to
report that we have now
moved to new offices Annex
B - besids Dundonald House
We loolk forward to welcom
ine visiktors and running o
training sesswns wilhin OUE
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